FAQ for Athabasca United Church change in ministry

Q: I hear Bruce Jackson is leaving the Church?

A: Yes, Bruce Jackson has resigned his position as the minister of Athabasca United Church after 8 years of service in Athabasca. Bruce’s last service is August 15, 2010. There will be a special service at 10:30 am to celebrate his ministry in Athabasca.  A pot luck lunch and sharing time will follow the service.  

Q: What is the church going to do without a minister?

A: We, the congregation are given the opportunity to provide worship services and to carry on our ministry in the community. Resources are available to assist the congregation with planning worship services and carrying out its ministry.  We will be inviting guest ministers and have contacts to assist with weddings, funerals and baptisms.  

If you have a question, the first place to call is the church office at (780) 675-2341. Someone will call you back as soon as possible.

Q: Is the Church closing?

A: No. We are a small congregation and we are building community. If you have any ideas, or have any talents to help build community, please feel welcome to join or share with us.

Q: Are we going to hire a minister?

A: It is the congregation’s goal is to hire a minister.  As part of the process searching for a new minister, we have authorized a group of people, (called a Joint Needs Assessment Committee (JNAC), to proceed with the work to determine our plans and need for ministry.  This committee has been chosen. 

Q:  What will you do in the mean time?

The worship and ministry will continue with lay persons, assisted as needed with ministers from the community and region of Yellowhead Presbytery.

Q: Are we selling the Church building?

A: There are no plans to sell the building.

Q:  The building looks in need of repairs.  What is being done about it?

A: We are planning on repainting and doing some repair work on the building. We have a committee who is seeking a building assessment. When will this happen? Not sure but there has been action taken. Plans for the repairs and painting must be approved by Alberta Historical Resources, this takes time.

